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As | reflect on the last few months | realise what an incredibly busy period this -
has been for . In particular October saw the launch of the Dorset Climate
Change Coalition, the launch of the Sustainable Organisations Network and the
AGM! Many thanks to all those members who attended the strategy
workshop that preceded our AGM, The strategy workshop was a good
opportunity for trustees to hear what members think about Os current
position and its aspirations for the future. This was really helpful in developing a
draft strategy. This document will be refined and developed over the next few
months and will also form the starting point for our business plan.
Welcome
tothe
winter
newsletter
from DA21

Now itOs not long before the festive season will be with us. DOt think
overindulgence, wasted food and a mountain of excess packaging. Instead
think of a great opportunity to recycle any unwanted gifts; a time when you are
allowed B or even encouraged - to stay at home, slow down and rdax. Cut your
carbon emissions by not travelling to work!

In relation to cutting carbon emissions you may find the new Fair Shares Fair
Choice website interesting -

GETTING TOG

ChildrenOs Gift-making
Workshop and Craft Fair
Saturday 1st December -
Dorchester

Based on feedback from
members and the public,
DAZ21 will be holding a
ChildrenOs Eco-friendly
Gift-making Workshop along
with_an Eco-Friendly Craft.
WeOll report back in the next
newsletter on how it went.

AN INCONVENIENT
TRUTH

Sunday 2nd December B
Canford Heath .
All welcome to see Al GoreOs
The Inconvenient Truth on
December 2nd starting at
7pm at St.Paul's Church.
Culliford Crescent Canford
Heath Poole. No charge but
all donations received with
thanks.

NATIONAL CLIMATE
MARCH b Global Day of
Action

Saturday 8th December B
London

Join people all around the
world to demand that world
leaders take the urgent
action we need to prevent
the catastrophic
destabilisation of global
climate.
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The National Demo in
London will be one of many
demonstrations on climate
taking place all around the
world on the same day,
midway through the UN
Climate Talks in Bali.

For more information see
http://www.campaigncc.org.

SUSTAINING OUR
FUTURE TALK
Wednesday 30th January -
Dorchester

At 7.30 in Dorchester at the
Thomas Hardye School Hall,
DA21 is joining with
Dorchester Peace and
Justice Group and South
Dorset Friends of the Earth
to run a speaker meeting:

Dorchester When the

Oil Runs Out?

Sustaining Our Future
with guest Speaker: Ben
Brangwyn of the Transition
Towns Network. For further
details phone Bill North on
01305 264412 or email
David Smith on
david.smith@aic.co.uk

CLIMATE CHANGE
WORKSHOP for
community groups
Saturday 1st March B Nr
Dorchester

The DORSET CLIMATE
CHANGE COALITION

is holding a workshop for
climate change groups. For
more information contact the
DA21 office or Joy Wallis of
the Dorset Wildlife Trust, tel
01305 264620
jwallis@dorsetwildlife.co.uk
for more details

DORSET CLIMATE CHANGE

COALITION

-—
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Homes for Good 2008
Friday B Saturday 28th 29th
March B Bath & West
Showground

Homes for Good is already
well known for showing ways
to create sustainable
buildings: from constructing
buildings using local, natural
materials, energy efficiency
measures and renewable
energy technology, to
promoting lifestyles that help
reduce consumption, save
energy and make
sustainable living easy. And
new for 2008 will be Greener
Gardens. For more info visit
http://www.ecostrust.org.uk/h
4g/index.htm




REGULAR MONTHLY EVENTS

We want to run events every month. Be it evening get together with various speakers, public awareness days or site visits...
Please contact the office with any ideas so we can arrange events you want to participate in. Suggestions so far have

been for site visits to Sturts Farm http://www.sturtsfarm.com/commence.htm and Eco Composting http://www.eco-
composting.co.uk/ both in East Dorset. More ideas please. Email or phone the office, contact details at the close of this issue.

Community Choices for Sustainable Living

September and October have been busy months for quite a few of the groups within the
community choices for sustainable living project.

(CCSL) NEWS

Turn Lyme Green  has hosted the low carbon lifestyle tour with a talk by sailor Mukti
Mitchell. Mukti presented a lovely snap shot of his travels round Britain with photographs and
tales of welcome in over ports. He answered a wide variety questions to an audience of over
60 people on is ideas of how to live a full but carbon sensitive life, sharing his experiences as
a carpenter who cycled and got the bus to his work. Although his tour is now finished, his
website is still live at www.lowcarbonlifestyle.org/

Other Turn Lyme Green events have included a free Lyme from Plastic Bag event on
November 8th with a showing of the BBC film OMessage in the WavesO this waslfowed by a
bag giveaway day on the Saturday.

The Weymouth group have succeeded in organising and opening a volunteer run Energy
Advice Centre in Weymouth Library. The official launch of this was mid November. The group
also hosted an energy awareness stall on the seafront in September. Contact John Tomblin for
more information. JVTomblin@aol.com

Work is ongoing with the Pilsdon Community sustainability audit with assistance from Richard
Toft of Bridport Renewable Energy Group. It is hoped that two postgraduate students can be
engaged to look at what is possible for the 30-acre farm and buildings, to ensure the
community move forward to a sustainable future.

Sturminster Newton organised a showing of OAn In convenient TruthO. The audiea@lso
had the opportunity to gauge their ecological footprint using WWFOs OOne Planet Livingd
computer programme. The audience of over 70 people were also given a number of energy
efficient gadgets supplied locally by WISH. The group are looking at what interests people
have and will be working in establishing a climate awareness group.

Purbeck Environmental Action Team (PEAT) are continuing to look at how to run an
Oln Town Without My Car® event next September. They have hadme initial discussions with
Travelwise at Dorset County Council and are particularly keen to run an event that engages all
residents and businesses in Wareham.

Finally two new groups are presently looking at what ideas they can come up with to stimulate
sustainable living. Bridport Climate Change group and Blandford Forum will be hosting a
number of small group meetings to gauge interest and actions. So watch this space for some
new ideas. Please contact Pauline Ford for information about the Bridport group
bridportclimateaction@yahoo.co.uk

For more information on any of the CCSL groups please contact
the DA21 office on 01305 213721.

DCCC NEWS

After several months in learning and development mode, the Coalition officially launched on
Monday 1st October with a ceremony at DorchesterOs Coalition Club. Leading merhers of the
Coalition organisations, along with Simon Raynes, chairman of the Dorset Strategic
Partnership, set an example by measuring their carbon footprints and pledging to reduce
them by 5% within a year. Their average personal carbon footprint was 5.97 tonnes (national
average is 4.48 tonnes (DEFRA)), with the lowest being 1.19 tonnes B room for some sharing
of good practice here then! To see how you measure up, check out
actonco?2.direct.gov.uk/index.html - and let us know (sally@da21.org.uk) ,

we are looking for people to help us monitor progress over the next year.

(Dorset Climate Change Coalition)

The CoalitionOs immediate aims are to recruit more membersgrganisations of District-wide
level and above which are actively tackling climate change and which subscribe to the
CoalitionOs aims), to set up a programme of talks and eventsdr the public, and to help public
authorities get to grips with reducing their areaOs carbon

footprint. Dorset is not alone in its concerns over climate change! A survey
published in September by Friends of the Earth found over 250 local groups
in the South West region working on climate change
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefing_notes/south_west_climate_change0.pdf
The Co-op Community Fund has given a grant to support these local groups
across the region, and this enables Dorset to find out more about what help
the groups need, to publicise case studies of good work on climate change at
community level, and to hold a workshop for local climate change groups on
Saturday 1st March, see Getting Together for contact details.
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Ve the founding members of the Dorset
Climate Change Coalition pledge o €
our average Carbon Footprint by 5 %

by 1st October 2008 §

IN HOUSE
NEWS

DA21 AGM 2007 Twenty-five
members heard reports of a
busy year for DA21 on the
Community Choices and
Sustainability Organisations
projects, and the founding of
DorsetOs Climate Change
Coalition. DA210s finances
were in a healthy state, and
four new trustees were
elected, whilst three stepped
down, bringing the total
Trustee Board to 11 (see
below).

A half-day open workshop
attended by 15 people
considered DA210s draft
strategy and gave a clear
endorsement to the TrusteesO
view that DA210s first priority
is in encouraging and
supporting sustainable
communities in Dorset.
DA210s trustees have now
(November 07) adopted a
vision: Osustainable living is
the way of life in DorsetO
and a mission statement for
DA210s work: Osupporting
climate-friendly and
sustainable communities in
DorsetO. After the AGM,
members heard an
inspirational talk by Charles
Couzens, Director of the
award-winning Ecos Trust in
Somerset, on 'A sustainable
South West by 2012?21

TRUSTEES 2007-2008
Andrew Barker

Amanda Brown - newsletter,
events
amanda@da21.org.uk

Colin Dewsnap

Beryl Ezzard D membership
beryl@da21.org.uk

Sarah Heyes

Henry Lovegrove Btreasurer
henry@da21.org.uk
Rosemary Lovegrove

Paul McIntosh B web master
paul@da2l.org.uk

Patricia Neimer

Catherine Simmonds
Perwina Whitmore B Chair
perwina@da21l.org.uk

duce ks
from-



THANK YOU
October.

and goodbye to Richard Bradford, our Development Officer, at the end of
Richard only worked two days a week for DA21, but in the last five months he has

helped the Trustees and Staff to produce a new five year Strategy for DA21, and to develop

six new projects which might attract funding in the future.

Richard now plans to return to his

gardening roots and would be interested in supporting community based or therapeutic
gardening projects in North Dorset or South Somerset, particularly those growing organic

vegetables and fruit..!

He has kindly offered to help DA21 apply for grants b when the

weather drives him inside from the kitchen garden B so we may well be seeing him in the

future.

PLEASE DONOT FORGET DA21 NEWSGROUP

is another way to share news and

ideas with other green-minded people in Dorset is to join our internet newsgroup. With one
message you can reach_the members with news of an upcoming event, start a discussion,
or ask for advice. If youOd like to join, please send a messagedo Derek Fawell,

derek@da21.org.uk

SUSTAINABILITY
NEWS

The Science

On 17th November the IPCC
published its latest report on
climate change and it says
OWarming of the climate
system is unequivocalO. Its
projections show that under
most foreseeable futures,
global temperature will rise
by more than 2 degrees by
2100. This is the level which
commentators over the last
few years have regarded as
a limit we should aim to keep
within, if we are to avoid t
worst effects of climate
change. The report also
refers to the feedback effects
within the climate system,
which mean that a bad
situation can quickly become
worse, as natural safety
mechanisms (like the oceans
absorbing CO2) fail.

What to do about it?

All this raises the dilemma of
what can and should we say
about climate change? If it
sounds too awful, people
simply deny itOs happening B
a natural human defence _
mechanism. Yet if we say itOs
all under control and we just
need to insulate our homes
and change a few light

bulbs, people laugh at how
trivial the response is,

compared with the gravity
of the issue.We are starting
to understand more about
how to communicate climate
change. George MarshallOs
new book OCarbon DetoxO is
an excellent handbook for
this (Review in OWorth a
Mention). Among the things
we know are that the
message has to be tailored
to the audience D there is no
Oone message fits all®; and
also that acting with other
people wins hands down
over going it alone. The
government seems
incredibly slow in making it
easy for us B but we can at
least see, from their change
of mind over plastic bags
and from Gordon BrownOs
recent statement favouring
an 80% cut in CO2 instead
of a 60% cut, that public
pressure gets through
eventually, or maybe not as
Mr Brown has also given his
backing to the Heathrow
extension....

UK Action

At long last a Climate
Change Bill is coming before
Parliament, thanks to huge
public pressure in 2006,
co-ordinated particularly by
Friends of the Earth and the
national Stop Climate Chaos
coalition. The Bill proposes
5-yearly targets for CO2
reduction, an independent

watchdog committee, and
annual progress reports to
Parliament. You can read a
summary and find links for
more information here
http://www.defra.gov.uk/envi-
ronment/climatechange/uk/le
gislation/index.htm

However some
commentators suggest that
the Bill is still not strong
enough, for example it
doesnOt include emissions
from aviation and shipping.
For more information, see
www.icount.org.uk/ .

International Action

On the international front,
the key process is the United
Nations Framework
Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) b

this is the international
agreement that led to the
setting of targets for carbon
reduction under the OKyoto
Protocol®. The Kyoto targets
only run to 2012, and the UN
is trying to secure
international commitment to
a new generation of targets
beyond 2012. The next stage
in this process will be at an
international meeting in Bali
in December. At the moment
there is no certainty that
there will be any future
binding international
agreement. For further in
formation on the UNFCCC
see www.unfccc.int

Start the year with a degree, the UKOs first Sustainable Communities Foundation Degree

The first Foundation Degree in Sustainable Communities in the UK will start in January 2008
as a part-time course. The course was designed to respond to the governmentOs aim to train
people to develop and deliver sustainable communities. It will give you the skills you need to
have a positive impact on communities, including ¥ partnership working ¥ community
consultation ¥ governance ¥ project management. The courseis based in Sheffield but is
designed to enable people in full time work, or who have to travel to attend.

For more information please contact the course administrator, Amanda Cook. Please make
sure you quote the reference NS/HE/01.Tel: 0114 225 3188 or email a.cook@shu.ac.uk

COIN training and seminar events
For training closer to home have a look at COIN (Climate Outreach Information Network).

They run training courses and speaker seminars through the year at various locations. For
more information visit www.coinet.org.uk/core_work

'‘Carbon detox: Your step-by-step guide to getting real abou
by G Marshall. Article by Mim Saxl.l am not plugging this book because George is a colleague | am plugging it as Mim, who is gravely
concerned about climate change and always looking for new ways to communicate it and think about it. And this book | find incredibly
powerful. George was the person who got me interested in climate change years ago when | saw him speaking in Oxford. He has a
great turn of phrase, is brilliant at bringing you in and making it interesting - and funny. Climate change funny! It is very exciting.

The book has sections looking at denial and how to get over it, detoxing your own life (practical ways forward), understanding your own
responses (and those of others) to climate change and looking at what type of communication and methods work for you (/them). You
might be able to tell that I'm very excited about this new book. See www.carbondetox.org for more information.

t climate change'

WELL WORTH
A MENTION

Bag your new years
resolution
by Amanda Brown

| have started to think
about my new years
resolution for 2008. Most
of the year | am of the
belief that if you want to
make a change do it now!
But there remains
something powerful about
a new years resolution, as
though you stand more of
a chance to see it through.
For 2007 | decided to give
up plastic bags. | am not a
super market shopper but
even when shopping in my
local shops | consumed
plastic bags without much
consideration. Although
once they mounted up |
would take them to be
recycled. Not reduce,
reuse, recycle at its best
however! Since the New
Year | have probably had
around 20 plastic bags and
have a collection of fabric
bags painted on by my
children, which is a far
more satisfying way of
bringing home the
shopping. For 2008 | am
committing to reducing the
packaging that comes into
our home and binning the
household waste bin.
HereOs hoping itOs as easy
as giving up the plastic
bag. And | wish you fun
and success with whatever
you resolve to change.

There are many towns with
active Oban the plastic bagO®
campaigns and fabric bags
make great Christmas
presents. For info on
Wimborne campaign and
others plus plastic bag

facts, visit
www.reduce-the-use.com
|



Moving towards sustainable lifestyles?

D A report on the W.l Eco-teams Project

The Dorset Ecoteam were involved in one of the WIOs first Practs for a Healthy Planet. The objectives were to learn more
about the sustainability issues involved, and to demonstrate how potential improvements in both personal and

household consumption patterns could be made. Each team met to look at the wider issues relating to Rubbish, Shopping,
Energy, Transport, and Water, and to discuss their own regular household readings for energy use, waste disposal and
recycling, and water consumption (where metered).
Each member recorded their household consumption of energy over the four-month period and monitored household waste
(both by weight and type). After the four-month project period individuals say they benefited considerably in both increased
awareness of the sustainability issues involved and knowledge of how to begin tackling some of these at a personal and
household lifestyle level. There was also some evidence of reductions in household running costs, (e.g. for electricity), which
proved of course to be quite an incentive!
Some areas of sustainability generated interest much more readily than others - for example increasing recycling rather then
reducing the initial purchase and use of consumption items. There are undoubtedly limitations as well in how far, and in what
areas of daily activities, lifestyles may be readily susceptible to improvement; some areas of consumption, such as travel, may
indeed prove to be particularly resistant to change. However members of the Dorset Ecoteam felt confident that some of the
positive impact on their own lifestyles would remain. Overall the Ecoteam project approach offers a good start to looking at
sustainability issues at the individual and household level B but the challenge remains of how to encourage us to reconsider
all aspects of reducing our consumption as our very first priority, (prior to pursuing recycling) and how to cascade such project
work effectively over the wider population.

Website hint.

Bridport is in action.

you can make a difference to climate change contact the

Big Green Gathering 2007

by Paula Andrews

If you live or work in the Bridport area and want to find out more how

For information and worldwide news articles on climate change see www.carbonequity.info

Having persuaded a friend to join me on my first-ever camping adventure, and having found the site
(lack of signage was perhaps taking being ‘green’ a bit too far), we duly erected the tent and
surveyed the festival from our pitch high on the hill (we'd seen pictures of Glastonbury). "Powered by
the wind, the sun and the people" sums up my impressions of my first visit to this festival. The
atmosphere was peaceful, happy and friendly. There was so much to see and hear - street theatre,
musicians, talks, discussion, demonstrations - not to mention the numerous opportunities for getting
stuck in and trying your hand at felt making, learning to knit, wood-turning using a traditional lathe,

straw-bale building, lime plaster and much more. Some rather strange stuff was going on in the

'Ethics, Spirituality & Philosophy' field - or is it that | just don't understand! There were ample

opportunities for children to become involved, too, all activities encouraging ‘green’ thinking and

attitudes. There were 32 cafes providing a vast array of healthy food based on recipes from around the world, and numerous
bars where musicians/groups performed. And amazingly ALL solar- or wind powered. If one felt in need of a lift, a horse-drawn
"taxi" service was available around the site, and daily supplies of milk etc from the local organic farm arrived by horsepower,
too! It was good to read in the programme the BGG's ethical trading policy and the strict ban on power generators.

The educational programme was far-reaching and covered virtually every green issue.
| shall definitely attend the BGG again, and just hope the rosy glow | feel about the event isn't solely due to the fact that it

didn't rain on us! See www.big-green-gathering.com
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Enlightened CO2-

Operative challenge

event! By Brett Spiller

The aim of the day was to
share knowledge about low
carbon initiatives and
innovative schemes taking
place across the south west
b we are not alone! The day
was well attended and the
excellent range of academic
and practical speakers
stimulated lively debate.
Chris Goodall, the author of
OHow to live a Low-Carbon
lifestyleO, made an astute
presentation on the
sociological drivers for
change. Chris cited market
research published by Marks
and Spencer, as well as
examples from his own
empirical observations.

The focus was on how to
create a tipping point for
action, mobilising the support
and action of people who
Orealise that they need to
something to help address
climate change, but were not
sure whatO. The view was put
forward that we should
encourage and support

For further information about DA21 please view the website

incremental change, which
over time generates its own
momentum. For instances,
the change in attitudes
towards recycling that have
gathered occurred over the
past 15 years. Feeling
inspired, | was then off to the
first workshop.

| chose to stick with Chris to
find out more about my own
actions and encouraging
others to make lifestyle
changes. Chris felt that
actions are often
underpinned by a sense of
the difference that changes
to lifestyles or individual
consumer choices can make.
Key to this is an
understanding of the
quantification of our carbon
footprint and it was clear that
Chris had spent more than a
little time getting to grips with
this difficult and often
contentious topic. | certainly
took note of the depth of
thought and assumptions that
are inherent in carbon
calculations, the embodied
energy in products proving
particularly difficult.

Post: P O Box 5789, Dorchester DT2 8ZR. Email:

Next | opted for a workshop
on how to run your car on
vegetable oil. David Cabble
proved a very enthusiastic
proponent of converting
diesel cars to vegetable oil.
He was more than happy to
show us around his own car
and answer all of our
guestions B my apologies to
David as | had a lot! As of
June 30th 2007, | understand
that there is no fuel duty on
the first 2,500 litres of
vegetable oil fuel per annum,
increasing the viability of this
alternative. 10Om still blown
away by the thought of
topping up my car from the
local corner shop, but will be
exploring the potential
further. During lunch, we all
made the most of the chance
to view the sustainable
construction methods
employed in the Genesis
Centre building at Taunton
College. A splendid lunch
too! The third workshop was
a free for all, allowing anyone
with a pressing opinion to
start up there own debate. |
was intrigued by Susie

Tel:

Huge thank you to everyone for their contributions and please keep them coming Amanda.

(of Future Roots) topic of
sustainable affordable rural
housing and was impressed
by the aims and ingenuity of
the group.

Friends of the Earth South
West gave the penultimate
presentation, surmising some
of the results of a

survey of organisations and
groups involved in

addressing climate change B
the full report is now

available via their website.
www.foe.co.uk At the end of
the day there was even an
opportunity to put one of the
Co-operatives southwest
board memberOs on the spot.
The session ran like OQuestion
TimeO with some tricky issues
being raised. Frank answers
were given and recognition
given to the dilemmas and
dichotomies involved in ethical
trading. The Co-opOs
commitment to finding
solutions came to the fore and
| would be interested to see
how many of our own choices
would fair under such scrutiny.
Allin all a great day,
enlightening and entertaining.

or contact the office




